Information about the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
for UL Lafayette Graduate Students


Q: What is the IACUC?

A: The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee is the University committee charged with the protection of the animals used in research, assisting researchers in compliance with the federal regulations and protecting the University from legal repercussions due to unethical research practices. 

Q: What needs IACUC review?

A: All Theses, Dissertations and Research Projects that use vertebrate animals in research, regardless of whether the research is carried out by students, faculty or staff. 

Q: When should my research project be reviewed?

A: According to Federal Regulations, any research plan involving animals must be reviewed and approved before performing any procedures, collecting or purchasing animals, or collecting data. 



Steps in the IACUC Review Process
Step 1: Research the ethical treatment of animals. Links to training sites can be found at: vpresearch.louisiana.edu/research-compliance/institutional-animal-care-and-use-committee.  Another helpful resource is the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.  It can be found in Dupre library or on the National Academies Press website. The IACUC Procedures Manual for the University of Louisiana at Lafayette will guide you through the process of compiling your application. 
Step 2: Complete a basic Laboratory Animal training and any applicable animal model training, and get a certificate. The LATAnet training site at http://awacourses.net/. To login into the LATAnet site go to the 4th paragraph and select the "register" link.  All participants must register first to create a transcript for their training records. Important Note: Use 1011D for the institution name.  After registering, login using your email address and password.  The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative offers courses on animal welfare, biosafety and human subjects. The CITI training site is  at https://www.citiprogram.org. Both LATAnet and CITI trainings are web-based.  Instructions for accessing them can be found on the IACUC Resources web page vpresearch.louisiana.edu/research-compliance/institutional-animal-care-and-use-committee/training-investigators-and-animal.  Any graduate student researcher or research assistant working with animals must complete the training from one of these programs. 
Step 3: Acquire all necessary forms: You can find the IACUC application forms, guidelines at vpresearch.louisiana.edu/research-compliance/institutional-animal-care-and-use-committee. 
Step 4: Complete the application form.   First, check with your advisor to see if your project is covered under his/her laboratory IACUC approval.  If not, please complete the IACUC Animal Procedure Statement.  It is very important that all questions are answered completely and clearly.  When in doubt, consult with your adviser, the IACUC coordinator, or Chair.  Your advisor/mentor should be listed on your animal procedure statement as either a mentor or co-PI.  Diagrams, pictures and flow charts should be added to assist with clarity of equipment usage, and complicated timelines.
Step 5: Carefully review your application. Every part of the application must be completed. This document is a legal record of your research protocols and should be sufficient so that a federal auditor would be able to see and know exactly what you were doing and that it had been approved. Applications with incomplete answers will be returned to you and your advisor for completion before the review process begins.  Your advisor/mentor should read through your application and agree with the procedures and experimental design prior to sending it to the IACUC.
Step 6: Submit the Animal Procedure Statement. Be sure to submit your Animal Procedure Statement with a current copy of your CV.  Your advisor should be copied on the submission e-mail.
Step 7: Wait for Communications from the IACUC.  It takes about 2 weeks to review a complete Animal Procedure Statement.  The IACUC will contact you if there is any additional information needed to obtain approval or if they will review your application at a full committee meeting.  Note - very few applications require a full committee meeting. 
Step 8:  Renew approval as necessary and notify IACUC of changes: Once you have submitted corrections and modifications to your proposal as required by the IACUC, an approval memo will be sent to you and your advisor. Approval is for twelve months.  If you will change the procedures used with the animals or items tested, or add species, you must obtain approval from the IACUC prior to initiation. If your data collection takes longer than one year, you are required to apply for yearly review of your proposal, no later than one month before approval expires (the appropriate form will be sent to you with your expiration notice). Continuing review is required unless all work with live vertebrate animals is complete. When you have completed the project, please send the IACUC coordinator an email indicating the research has ended, so that we may place your work into the completed files.
Good Luck with your project!
IACUC Contacts





Sarah Hebert, IACUC Chair


Office of Research and Sponsored Programs


(   337.482.0331


(  shebert@louisiana.edu





Dr. Robin Broussard, Director 


Office of Research Integrity


(   337.482.1419


(  robin.broussard@louisiana.edu
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